
Kia Ora Whānau,
 
This week I have been reflecting on what we do as Christians when we have obstacles thrown in 
our path. These may just be speed bumps, or they could be huge boulders. One thought that has 
stood out to me this week, while pondering all the challenges we face and how to deal with them, 
is: “Praise him in the crucible”. I love words, and the word crucible has such a great ring to it, that 
I immediately proceeded to look up the dictionary meaning – now I love it even more. 
 

1. A crucible is a ceramic or metal container in which metals or other substances may be 
melted or subjected to very high temperatures. While crucibles historically were usually 
made from clay, they can be made from any material that withstands temperatures high 
enough to melt or otherwise alter its contents.

 
2. A place or situation in which concentrated forces interact to cause or influence change or 

development
 
Both of these definitions can be applied to our Christian walk – no matter what happens and in 
what ways I am tested, it is an opportunity to praise God because I know he is working on and in 
me. I reflect on: What does this situation teach me about God and myself? How does this situation 
grow my faith?
 
Ultimately, we can still praise God in the crucible because, in John 16, Jesus tells us that “I have 
told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 
take heart! I have overcome the world”. And in Him, we are more than conquerors.
 
The Years 9 to 13s enjoyed their competitive cross-country yesterday. 
There will be a fun run later in the year, most probably August, where the rest of the Middle and 
Secondary schools can test their mettle.
 
Please note that students are expected to be in their full winter uniform from next week onwards. 
You can find the uniform code in the Whānau Handbook on our website if you are unsure.
 
We hope that our sports teams enjoy their games this weekend and next week, as the winter sport 
is now in full swing.
 
Blessings
Petra Verbeek
Deputy Principal
 
Friday 21 May – Love The Neighbour day instead of the Pink Shirt Day
 
As Christians, we know that God created everyone in His image, that He wants to have a 
relationship with everybody, and we are called to love our neighbour as we love ourselves. As a 
school, we have decided to hold a Love thy Neighbour day in support of this and anti-bullying - we 
would like students to come to school in a fluorescent t-shirt/mufti.
 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS – GOOGLE CALENDAR
To keep yourself updated as to all that is happening at school and the events that your child might 
be involved in, please see the school Google Calendar.
 
TEACHER ONLY DAYS
Reminder that next week Wednesday (19 May) is a Teacher Only Day.
 
UNIFORM – Transition to Winter Uniform
Just a reminder that we expect all students to have transitioned to wearing the correct winter 
uniform by the start of Week 3 (Monday 17 May) – please see the Uniform Code. 
  
LOST PROPERTY
There is a considerable amount of lost property in the lost property cupboard - we are looking at 
ways to manage this. We will be going through the cupboard periodically and reuniting named 
items with their owners.  We do, however, ask that parents take responsibility for making sure that 
items are named and that students check the lost property if an item has been misplaced.
 
HCS POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The policies and procedures for HCS can be found on our SchoolDocs page.  Please follow the 
link below, using the following username and password to log in.
 
https://hamiltonchristian.schooldocs.co.nz 
Username:          hamiltonchristian
Password:           micah

https://hamiltonchristian.school.nz/calendar/
https://hamiltonchristian.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/HCS-Uniform-Code-2021.pdf
https://hamiltonchristian.schooldocs.co.nz/

