
news brief
TERM 4 , WEEK  4

Kia ora Whānau

This week, as we celebrated book 
week, I have been thinking about 
being ambassadors for Christ and 
which Jesus people see in us. Just 
like authors are shaped by their 
experiences and convey ideas 
that are important to them, what 
are we conveying about our faith, 

and the grace of Christ? How have we allowed 
God to shape and mould us? In my wonderings, I 
came across this story which I will share with you.

The Refiner’s Fire

As she watched the silversmith, he held a piece of 
silver over the fire and let it heat up. He explained 
that in refining silver, one needed to hold the silver 
in the middle of the fire where the flames were 
hottest as to burn away all the impurities. The 
woman thought about God holding us in such a 
hot spot; then she thought again about the verse 
that says: ‘He sits as a refiner and purifier of silver.’ 
(Malachi 3:3) She asked the silversmith if it was 
true that he had to sit there in front of the fire the 
whole time the silver was being refined. The man 
answered that yes, he not only had to sit there 
holding the silver, but he had to keep his eyes on 
the silver the entire time it was in the fire. If the 
silver was left a moment too long in the flames, 
it would be destroyed. The woman was silent for 
a moment. Then she asked the silversmith, ‘How 
do you know when the silver is fully refined?’ He 
smiled at her and answered, ‘Oh, that’s easy — 
when I see my image in it.’

Hardships and challenges shape us – we can 
choose how these will mould us, and help us 
grow closer to God. My prayer is that our students 
become more and more Christ-like as they journey 
with us, and that they will see failures and obstacles 
as a chance to learn and grow, as C.S Lewis said 
that“failure is falling towards success”.

It was lovely to connect with parents and students on 
Tuesday afternoon. The Year 11 Subject Selection 
will come out as soon as we have finalised staffing. 
If you were unable to come on Tuesday, do not 
hesitate to contact us should you need any advice.

He iti hau marangai e tū te pāhokahoka

Just like a rainbow after the storm, success follows 
failure.

Have a blessed weekend

Petra Verbeek
Deputy Principal

HCS POLICIES & PROCEDURES
A reminder that the link to our school policies and 

procedures can be found on our 
website or accessed as link supplied.

https://hamiltonchristian.schooldocs.co.nz 
Username:          hamiltonchristian
Password:           micah

Change to the structure 
of the school day - 2023

The staff has reviewed the structure of the school 
day for 2023 and how we may best deliver a quality 
Christ-centered education at HCS; to continue 
to develop the growing number of staff through 
professional learning. 

We have considered the length of learning 
segments during the day as well as the length and 
timing of breaks for our students. To meet the needs 
of Primary, Junior Secondary (previously named 
Middle School), and Secondary schools, we have 
settled on the following structure:

8:40 - 9:40  =  Period 1
9:40 - 10:40  =  Period 2
10:40 - 11:00  =  Morning Tea
11:00 - 11:15  =  Pastoral Care Time    
  (Secondary School)
11:15 - 12:15  =  Period 3
12:15 - 13:00  =  Lunch Time
13:00 - 14:00  =  Period 4
14:00 - 14:15  =  Afternoon Tea
14:15 - 15:10  =  Period 5

On a Tuesday, there will be a slightly later start to 
the day:

9:00 - 9:40  =  Period 1 
  (Secondary School assembly)

This later start allows the staff to gather and work 
through school-wide professional development as 
we seek to outwork our special character.

Please note that school will formally begin at 8:40 
(other than Tuesday), rather than 8:45 that we 
currently have.

We thank you for your continued support of the 
school, and look forward to what God has in store in 
2023 and beyond.

Hayden Bosgra
(on behalf of the school Senior Leadership Team)

https://hamiltonchristian.school.nz/
https://hamiltonchristian.schooldocs.co.nz/Logon.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2f
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WHO AM I?
I am Jeremy Kelsen, and I am a brother, 
son, uncle, dad, husband & Poppa 
originally from the best part of NZ - 
Taranaki

I am a counsellor at HCS.

SOMETHING YOU DON’T KNOW ABOUT ME....
I am 6th out of 7 siblings and love Mountain Biking

WHAT EXCITES YOU ABOUT WORKING AT HCS ?
I love to work with people who are ‘stuck’ for whatever reason, 
to let them know how much they are loved, and journey with 
them to help get them moving towards their full potential 
again

FAVOURITE FOOD & LEAST FAVOURITE FOOD
Favourite - Mexican, Least Favourite - Shellfish

WHEN I WAS YOUNGER, I WANTED TO BE A .....
Fireman

I WOULD LOVE TO BE ABLE TO ...Hike all the “Great Walk” 
trails in NZ

NEVER HAVE I EVER ......Eaten an Oyster

Change of Uniform Supplier
We are in the process of changing our uniform supplier; 
this will take place at the start of 2023. While the uniform 
will not be changing, there will be a few additional items 
added to the range. We understand that families might 
be anxious about this, but please be assured that there 
will be a two year transitional period with regards to any 
uniform pieces.

At the moment, until January 2023, the uniform will be 
sold at the school office – please pop in to get what you 
need. There are unfortunately a few items that we do not 
have and won’t get in before the start of T2, 2023, these 
being, grey shorts, tartan skirt (being phased out) and the 
grey skirt.  Please look at our second hand uniform page 
on Facebook for these items or students many wear the 
PE uniform until the new stock is available.  

Please click on the link for the full Uniform Code.

VACANCIES AT HCS 
Due to an exciting growth phase that Hamilton 

Christian School is going through, we are 
pleased to be able to advertise 

a number of new roles.

Please click on each job title to see the vacancy on the 
education gazette.

• 2 roles - Y7–8, Scale A Teacher
• Junior Secondary, Y9–10 English And Social Sciences
• Junior Secondary, Y9–10 Mathematics And Science 

Teacher
• Y11–13 English and history teacher
• Y11–13 Science Teacher

Y7 - 13 Part-time / Full-time
The roles below could be combined to make up a full-time 
role
• Hard Materials (0.5 FTE)
• Food Technology (0.5 FTE)
• Graphic Design (0.16 FTE)

Reception
Download the Application Pack

Relief
Relief teachers needed 

We are looking to increase our pool of relieving staff for 
2022. Please note that staff are required to uphold the 
Special Character of the school.   

Hamilton Christian School is a registered school on 
StaffSync – should you be interested in becoming a reliever, 
please follow this link to register yourself on StaffSync and 
make yourself available to Hamilton Christian School. The 
relief coordinator will make contact for a short interview. 

For more information, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
school on vacancies@hamiltonchristian.school.nz
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/870005796824728
https://hamiltonchristian.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/HCS-UNIFORM-CODE-2023-1.pdf
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXSL-year-7-and-8-across-curriculum-teacher/?utm_source=short&utm_medium=magazine&utm_term=1HAXSL&utm_campaign=print+to+web&utm_content=2022-10-26+17%3A12%3A15
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXSN-junior-secondary-yr-9-and-10-english-and-social-sciences/?utm_source=short&utm_medium=magazine&utm_term=1HAXSN&utm_campaign=print+to+web&utm_content=2022-10-26+17%3A16%3A34
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXSP-junior-secondary-year-9-and-10-mathematics-and-science/?utm_source=short&utm_medium=magazine&utm_term=1HAXSP&utm_campaign=print+to+web&utm_content=2022-10-26+17%3A19%3A46
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXSP-junior-secondary-year-9-and-10-mathematics-and-science/?utm_source=short&utm_medium=magazine&utm_term=1HAXSP&utm_campaign=print+to+web&utm_content=2022-10-26+17%3A19%3A46
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXXV-year-11-13-english-and-history-teacher/?search=Hamilton+Christian+School%3F%23results
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXYa-year-11-13-science-teacher/?utm_source=short&utm_medium=magazine&utm_term=1HAXYa&utm_campaign=print+to+web&utm_content=2022-10-31+11%3A12%3A50
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXZE-year-7-13-hard-materials-teacher/
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXZ7-year-7-13-food-technology-teacher/
https://gazette.education.govt.nz/vacancies/1HAXZG-year-7-13-graphic-design-teacher/
https://hamiltonchristian.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Receptionist-2023.pdf
https://staffsync.com/relievers/
mailto:%20vacancies%40hamiltonchristian.school.nz?subject=

